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\hy Takehike Inowe 
‘Wusashi” by Eiji Yoshikawa 
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SUCH A 
DREAM 
WOULD COME 
TO THIS MAN 
FROM TIME 
TO TIME. 





#207 


Afternoon 
Nap 








it ony ? 














I BET I 
KNOW WHY YOU 
CHOSE TO DIE 
OUT HERE IN 


THESE REMOTE 
' Wwoobs... 










I DONT 
NEED A 
TEACHER. 





TLL OPEN 
MY _EYES 
uP TO 
EVERYTHING 
ON THIS 
- MOUNTAIN. 








TLL 
BECOME 
ONE 
WITH THE 
MOUNTAIN. 











I SEE...ITS 
MORE LIKE 


















I DONT 
NEED A 
TEACHER... 


TO TELL 
ME HOW 
TO STRIKE, 





THE WAY. 



































TO VISIT 
HIM, 
THAT OLD 
SAMURAI. 












my DENSHI- 
CHIRO... 























CLOSED UP 
ALREADY. 
























































Yp 
N) 
ing 














TRYING 
TO_CHOP 
THE 
SNOWMAN 
IN HALF... 


WITH 
THAT 
FLIMSY 
STICK? 





YET HE 
HANDLES 
IT LIKE A 

STEEL BAR. 








SUCH UNDER- 


STANDING... 


I'VE 
ENCOUNTERED 
IT WITHIN 
MYSELF. 








WATCHING 
HIM HAS | 


MADE ME \}¥ 
REALIZE... ( 
















THAT WAS AN 
AWARENESS 
I HAD, AN 


UNDER- 
STANDING... 























of 
a 


WATCHING 
THIS FELLOW 
HAS MADE 
ME REALIZE 
THAT. 




















SUPPOSED 
TO TEACH 
ME. 





EVEN THIS 
TWIG SHOULD BE 
ABLE TO SHOW 
ME THE WAY. 


CLEAR 
YOUR 
MIND AND 
LISTEN... 














WHY'D I 
TAKE SUCH 
A_LONG 
DETOUR? 

















ONLY BY 
CHANCE 
THAT I KEPT 
WINNING. 





























FROM IT. 






























ae 
Hees 






















































































YOUR 


MEAL IS 
READY 


TOO, 
MUSASHI. 





ALTHOUGH 
I THINK I 
KNOW WH 
WOULD'VE 


WON. 














DUEL, IT 
DREW ME 


IN AND 
INTOXICATED 
ME... 


KOJIRO 
CANNOT 
PLEASE HEAR. WOULD 


KOJIRO'S 

WRITING 

IS ALSO 
EXQUISITE. { 








WHAT 
IF I WAS 
OUT TO 
KILL HIM? 


TO 
TRAVERSE. 





HAS GIVEN You 
BOTH SOME | 
RESPITE FROM 
THE SOLITUDE | 














BUT 
YOU'VE 
STILL 
MANAGED 
TO KEEP 








WINNING... A 





I'VE 
BEEN TOO 
INDIFFERENT 
seo 

ITSELF. of 


Foy 














I THOUGHT 
SUBDUING 
‘Ou 





A 
FOR wee SD WOULD 
youTo VJ . IT BE 
FINISH Thy : POSSIBLE 
POLISHING ae aly, es a 
MY OWN 
SWORD FOR 
TOMORROW'S / 
\ DUEL? ¢ 
\ / 








WELL EAT 
TOGETHER. 





I SHOULD 
HAVE HIT THE 
YOSHIOKA LIP 















WHERE'D 
YOU GO, 
KOJIRO? 


I WONDER WHAT 
TAKEZO IS DOING. 










TAKEZO, 
TOMORROW 
MIGHT BE 
YOUR LAST 
DAY ALIVE... 


WHERE'S 
KOJIRO? 





RUNNING 

















NO ONE 
KNOWS THE 
HISTORY OF 

Bh THE YOSHIOKA 
MORE 
THAN THIS 
BOULDER. 


SEIJORO'S 
SWORD. 











My 
FATHER’S 
SWORD. 
GENERATIONS 
















TRAINED 
AGAINST 
IT DAY 
AFTER 
DAY. 





















































IM 
FINISHED 
WITH YOUR 
SWORD. 











HOSPI- 
TALITY. 


MANAGE TO 
‘SURVIVE THE 

MATCH, TM 
PLANNING ON 
LEAVING KYOTO 
IMMEDIATELY. 
























































TVE HUNG 
ON TO 
DEAR LIFE 
FOR THIS 
MOMENT! 


THE DEATH 


: OF 
: MIYAMOTO 
MEAN, YE B MUSASHI-- 


SHINMEN 
TAKEZO!! 


















































FURTHER. 



















I MUST 
WITNESS THE 

__ DEATH OF 
-— MY MORTAL 
ENEMY!! 








NOT WANT 
TO, BUT IM 
HIS DISCIPLE. 
I HAVE TO 
GO UP THERE 
AND SEE MY 


A 4 
AY BEAUTIFUL 
yy FLOWER IN 





y SO MUCH 
ADO, AND 
THE NEW 
YEAR'S 
ONLY JUST 
ARRIVED. 


WELL 


THEN, WHAT } 


WATCHING A 

| MAN BEING 
CUT DOWN 
REALLY BE 
SO INTER: 4 








TAKE CARE OF 
THE DEAD. 





:{ AND THAT'S 
UEDA RYOHEL 
THE SENIOR 


MUSASHI'S 

SUPPOSED 

TO FIGHT 
DENSHI- 
CHIRO! 





NEWS HAS 
SPREAD EVEN 
BEYOND 
KYOTO. 





TAKE ONE 


REGRET IT. 











§ FIREARMS 
DONT 
SUIT 





PLEASE < 
FORGET Va 
ABOUT THE 
¢ MATCH AND 
LEAVE 
KYOTO. 


LET ME 


WR] TELL YOU THE 
I) DIFFERENCE 
in| BETWEEN 
SEIJURO AND 
DENSHICHIRO. 




















IF YOU 
SUCCEED IN 
CUTTING 
DOWN DEN- 
SHICHIRO... 


THAT WILL G 
BECOME THE j 
SOLE PURPOSE 


OF EVERY 
LAST DISCIPLE 
OF 





























I HOPE 
YOU SPLIT 
THAT 
BASTARD'S 
HEAD 








RRLISASHT 3° 


DEATH. 
THAT'S BEEN 








THIS BIG 
CROWD 
DOING 
HERE? 

















No WAY 
YOURE 
MOVING IN 
FRONT OF LS! 
WEVE BEEN 
HERE SINCE 
EARLY THIS 


TO SAVE 
OUR SPOTS! 








\N 


ww 


I TOLD 
You 
IT'S TOO 


CROWDED, 
YOU IDIOT! 





























SOME FRIEND 
HE TURNED 
OUT TO BE, 

HUH? 





INSTEAD OF 
of eee 
: “ 
ARE YOU eS 
REALLY \ys 
ALL THAT tee, 
DIFFERENT 
FROM ME? 


SO YOU TAKE 
OUT YOUR 
FRUSTRATIONS 


‘ON SOMEONE 
LIKE ME. 





s = ASSOCIATED 
eee 1 WITH THE GREAT 
passes i ps “] YOSHIOKA SCHOOL, 


THE MEN 
THEY SERVE / 
UNDER. 


BUT YOURE THE 














nh omen tn 
ih 


P THEN AT A 
//” SKIRMISH AT 


WE HAVE 
YOUR 


SWORD, 
IDIOT! 


SURE YOU'VE 
NEVER KILLED f= 
ANYONE 
AT ALL! 








HE'S NOT } 
2 IS THAT 
FILLED WITH = 2 REALLY 


LIKE HE WAS { _ + a MUSASHI 


wn? 













DENSHICHIRO 


MUSASHI SENSEI!! 


IS NOT 
TO BE 
FEARED...// 



































df 


\ sg 
" 
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ILL CUT 
YOU LIKE 
THIS. 






















































THE GRUFF 
VOICE 
WHICH 

BELIED 

THAT BOYISH 

FACE... 













































About the Author 


VAGABOND was created by Takehiko Inove, author 
of the bestselling manga SLAM DUNK, with over 
100 million copies in print worldwide. Critically 
acclaimed, Inove received the 2000 Media Arts 
‘Award for manga from the Japanese Ministry of 
Culture as well as the 2000 Kodansha Award for 
best manga for his work on VAGABONO, In 2002, 
VAGABOND received the prestigious Tezuka Award 
for best manga, and in 2003, Inoue was nominated 
for a 2003 Eisner Award for best writer/artist. To 
date VAGABOND has sold over 22 million copies 
throughout the word, In addition to his numerous 
‘manga titles, Inoue also created the character 
designs for the PlayStation basketball game, OME 
‘ON ONE. 


About VAGABOND and 
Miyamoto Musashi 


Takehiko Inove's VAGABOND, based on Eiji 
Yoshikawa's novel MUSASHY, is a fictional account 
of the lfe of Miyamoto Musashi (1584-1645). The 
historical figure Miyamoto Musashi, author of the 
philosophical strategy guide A BOOK OF FIVE 
‘RINGS, was a master of the sword and was revered 
48 a “sword-saint.” He founded the Niten Ichi style 
‘of sword fighting, which i typified by fighting with 
both long and short swords simultaneously-holding 
the long sword with the right hand and the short 
sword with the ltt, Musashi was also a master of 
the “gentler arts’—he was a master of sume (black 
ink drawings), metalworking, and woodcarving. The 
films that comprise THE SAMURAI TRILOGY, 
directed by Hiroshi Inagaki and staring Toshiro 
‘Mifune, were also based on Yoshikawa's MUSASH 
Inspired by the huge success of VAGABOND in 
Japan, in 2003 NHK produced the historical period 
‘drama MUSASHI. Also based on Yoshikawa's novel, 
this drama stars kabuki actor Shinnosuke Ichikawa 
as Musashi and TV star Ryoko Yonekura as Otsu 








A note on name: 


The names presented within the contest ofthis 
‘manga are presented inthe traditional Japanese 
order-surname followed by frst name, “Miyamoto” 
is Miyamoto Musashis last name and “Musashi” is 
his first name. The name of the creator of 
VAGABOND, however, has been presented fist 
name first, last name second, “Takehiko" is the 
author’ first name and “Inoue” i his last name, 





Glossary and Extraneous Background Information 


A Brief Historical Overview 

The Sengoku (warring states) period (1482-1558) in Japan was a time of chaos and 
conflict. Central authorities, in the form of the imperial court and the shogunate, had 
grown increasingly weak and the land was effectively ruled autonomously by 
numerous daimyo (domainal lords). Looking to expand their spheres of control, the 
daimyo were constantly at war with each other. One daimyo in particular, Oda 
Nobunaga, set out on a mission to unify Japan by means of conquest. Incredibly 
successful, by the time of his assassination in 1582, he managed to control 
approximately one-third of Japan. One of Nobunaga's chief generals, Toyotomi 
Hideyoshi, became Nobunaga's successor to carry on the quest for unification. 
Through a process of conquest and conciliation, Hideyoshi succeeded in creating a 
federation amongst the daimyo, and by 1590, order was restored to Japan under 
Hideyoshi’s rule. Hideyoshi’s death in 1598, however, presented the question of 
succession. Most of the daimyo from the domains in the west remained loyal to the 
Toyotomi Clan and its 5-year-old heir, Toyotomi Hideyori. Tokugawa leyasu, 
however, leading the major daimyo from central and eastern Japan, challenged the 
Toyotomi clan’s leadership. The two sides clashed at the Battle of Sekigahara 
(1600) in Mino (located in present day Gifu Prefecture) where the Tokugawa 
claimed an overwhelming victory. From that point on, the Tokugawa clan would 
effectively rule Japan for the next 250 years. The political stability that resulted put 
mass numbers of samurai out of work. Masterless samurai, known as ronin, were 
forced to wander the land to seek out employment. This, the beginning of the Edo 
Period (1600-1868), set the stage for many of the period dramas and chambara 
swordfighting films that have popularized the image of the samurai to a Western 
audience. 


Hon’ami Koetsu (1558-1637) 

Famed artist and calligrapher who cofounded an influential arts movement called 
the Rinpa School. Koetsu was involved in numerous fields including tea ceremony, 
pottery, and calligraphy. In addition, Koetsu succeeded the line of his family’s 
ancestral business of sword polishing and appraisals. 


Hozoin Spear Technique 

Created by the Buddhist monk Kakuzenbo Hoin In’ei (1521-1607) of Hozoin Temple, 
which was a sub-temple of Kofukuji Temple in Nara. This spear technique is typified 
by quick dexterous movements rather than the use of brute force. 


Ito Ittosai (Dates unknown) 
Founder of the Ittoyu school of sword fighting. Before establishing his own style, 
Ittosai is said to have studied a variant of the Chujo-ryu style of sword fighting 
under Kanemaki Jisais instruction. 


Rengeoin 
Located in eastern Kyoto, Rengeoin Temple is more commonly referred to as 
Sanjusangendo. The main hall of Rengeoin features an amazing display of 1001 
Kannon Buddhist statues. 


Sasaki Kojiro (dates unknown) 
The legendary archrival of Miyamoto Musashi, Kojiro is believed to have studied the 
Chujoryu style of swordsmanship under the instruction of either Toda Seigen or 
Kanemaki Jisai. Kojiro was renowned for his Tsubamegaeshi, or “swallow-cut" 
technique which was inspired by the movement of a swallow in flight. 


Shinmen Takezo 
Miyamoto Musashi’s boyhood name. 


Takuan Soho (1573-1645) 

A monk of the Rinzai sect of Zen Buddhism, by the time Takuan was 37, he was 
appointed abbot of the leading temple of the Rinzai sect, Daitokuj. Takuan was an 
important figure whose acute and brutally honest advice was sought by influential 
and powerful figures such as Emperor Go Mizuno and the shogun Tokugawa 
lemitsu. His correspondence to Yagyu Munenori discussing Zen and swordsmanship 
entitled THE UNFETTERED MIND has become an influential treatise in both the areas 
of philosophy and martial arts. The pickled daikon radish, takuan, also bears his 
name. 


The Yagyu Clan 

Yagyu Muneyoshi Sekishusai (1527-1606) was the founder of the famed Yagyu- 
Shinkage school of sword fighting. His son Yagyu Munenori (1571-1646) was one of 
Tokugawa’s key generals at the Battle of Sekigahara. Munenori was appointed as 
the official fencing instructor of the Tokugawa Clan, and in 1632 the Yagyu were 
appointed as the ometsukeresponsible for the surveillance of the daimyo. Although 
the Yagyu clan has been depicted in Kazuo Koike’s LOWE WOLF AND CUB as the 
plotters of the downfall of Itto Ogami, the general Japanese popular culture take on 
the Yagyu Clan is more positive. More specifically, Munenori's son, Yagyu Jubei 
(1607-1850), is viewed as a wandering hero protecting the people from evildoers. 


Yoshioka Kempo (dates unknown) 
A distinguished warrior during the Sengoku period (1482-1558) and the founder of 
the renowned Yoshioka school of sword fighting. Yoshioka Kempo mastered the 
Kyohachi style of swordmanship and then modified it to form the Yoshioka style. In 
the context of Inoue’s VAGABOND, as well as in Yoshikawa's MUSASH, Yoshioka 
Seijuro and Denshichiro are Kempo's sons, who are historically thought to have 
dueled with Miyamoto Musashi on numerous occasions. 


Winner of the 2000 Media Arts Festival Award 
Recipient of the 2000 Kodansha Award for Best Manga 
Winner of the 2002 Tezuka Osamu Cultural Award 
Nominated for a 2003 Eisner Award for Best Writer/Artist 


reads like an Akira Kurosawa film captured on the printed page.” 
—Cliff Biggers, Comics Buyer's Guide 


Sines » 
“amextremely Satisfying comics experience.” 


—Tony Isabella, Comics Buyer's Guide 


“This FeallyiS.one of the best comics 
currentlysbeing produced.” 
Greg McEthatton, icomics.com 


Striving for enlightenment by way of the sword, Miyamoto Musashi 
is prepared to cut down anyone who stands in his way. Vagabond 
depicts the life and times of the most celebrated samurai of all 
time! 


On the eve of his duel with the leader of the great Yoshioka School, 
Musashi takes a step back to reflect upon his past in order to 
acquire a higher level of understanding and awareness. However, a 
chance encounter with deaf-mute swordsman Sasaki Kojiro provides 
an impromptu preview of what will become the greatest duel in the 
annals of Japanese history. 
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